Desoxyribonuclease activity in the serum and spleen of rats with mycoplasma induced arthritis.
The endodesoxyribonuclease and exodesoxyribonuclease activities were measured in the spleen cytoplasma fraction and serum of rats with mycoplasma induced arthritis and adjuvant arthritis. A higher exonuclease activity was found in the spleen cytoplasma of adjuvant arthritis rats. During the regression of mycoplasma arthritis an increased activity of exonuclease was detected in the serum, but in the acute stage of inflammation the exonuclease activity was similar to the control values. A higher endonuclease activity was found in the spleen cytoplasma fraction of rats with mycoplasma arthritis. The possible origin of the endonuclease and its role in arthritis are discussed.